Designing Blended Learning
Check for Understanding Quiz Questions

The following questions are compiled from the check for understanding quizzes in the Elements course, Designing Blended Learning. Incorrect answers are in red. 

Module 1

1. With blended learning, teachers need to make decisions about instruction—will learning be face-to-face or online? What will be asynchronous or synchronous? What type of instructional strategy will be used? Which technologies will support teaching and learning? Since most content can be effectively taught online or face-to-face, it’s up to the teacher to determine which format is most effective in meeting the instructional need. Select and drag each instructional need to the most advantageous learning environment and Submit your answer.

	Face to Face
	Online

	A small group of students is building a wind turbine. 
	After observing an in-class teacher demonstration and doing a lab, some physics students are still having a hard time understanding diffraction of light. 

	
	Students participate in a debate with researchers across the country on stem cell research. 

	
	After reading John Steinback’s, The Pearl, students discuss wealth and greed. When class ends, the discussion isn’t over and the teacher notices that some students haven’t participated.  



Feedback
Correct! You matched the instructional need to the most advantageous learning environment. Deciding what students should learn online and what they should learn face-to-face can be challenging. The focus should be on student needs and instructional goals when making design decisions. Roll over each statement to learn more.
Not quite. The correct answer is now shown. Deciding what students should learn online and what they should learn face to face can be challenging. The focus should be on student needs and instructional goals when making design decisions. 

Module 2
2. Blended learning strategies require extensive access to multiple types of technology.

True
False

Feedback
Correct! Blended learning strategies can be implemented with basic devices with Internet access, or expanded with more complex technology.
Not quite. The correct answer is now shown. Blended learning strategies can be implemented with basic devices with Internet access, or expanded with more complex and sophisticated technology.

3. Match the activities to the type of blended learning activity and Submit.

	Activity Description
	Type of Blended Activity

	After reading the novel Of Mice and Men, students engage in an online discussion about whether the actions of Lennie, George, Candy, and Curly were moral or immoral.
	Communication

	Students in different fourth-grade classes work in groups to take pictures of different kinds of triangles found in their communities. They post their photos to a wiki and categorize the triangles in different ways.
	Collaboration

	Middle school science students watch an online demonstration and lecture about sound waves and how they travel.
	Presentation

	Kim’s social studies teacher recommends a Web site on the influence of jazz on early 20th century American history. She incorporates what she has learned into her final paper.
	Independent Learning Activities



Feedback
Correct!. An online discussion is a communication activity, and students from different classes working together on a wiki is an example of collaboration. An online lecture and demonstration is an example of a presentation, and a recommendation of an extension is an independent learning activity.
Not quite. The correct answer is now shown. An online discussion is a communication activity, and students from different classes working together on a wiki is an example of collaboration. An online lecture and demonstration is an example of a presentation, and a recommendation of an extension is an independent learning activity.

Module 3
4. Read each blended learning scenario and consider the objective of the curriculum presentation. Drag each curriculum presentation tool to best match the blended learning scenario and Submit.

	Curriculum Presentation Tool
	Blended Learning Scenario

	Videocast
	A high school physics teacher performs a series of pendulum experiments and wants his students to view the results as part of a homework assignment.

	Podcast
	A high school foreign language teacher wants her students to practice vocabulary and pronunciation by listening to a native speaker.

	Simulation
	A middle school health teacher wants his students to understand how blood flow through the heart is affected by exercise and diet habits.

	Narrated Slideshow
	An elementary school teacher wants to create a class alphabet book that her students can access from home.

	Bookmarking Site
	A middle school teacher wants his students to review websites that explain different types of simple machines and how they function.

	Synchronous Conferencing
	An online instructor wants to host a live debate to engage her students in a current political issue.



Feedback
Correct! Videocasts and podcasts are useful tools for creating instructional content that can be accessed on demand. On the other hand, synchronous conferencing is better suited for instruction that requires live, interactive participation from students. Bookmarking sites and simulations take advantage of tools and resources already published online. Narrated slideshows are a useful tool for presenting photos accompanied by audio.
Not quite. The correct matches are now shown. Videocasts and podcasts are useful tools for creating instructional content that can be accessed on demand. On the other hand, synchronous conferencing is better suited for instruction that requires live, interactive participation from students. Bookmarking sites and simulations take advantage of tools and resources already published online. Narrated slideshows are a useful tool for presenting photos accompanied by audio.

Module 4

5. Drag each classroom example to its corresponding assessment purpose and Submit.

	Classroom Example
	Assessment Purpose

	Before beginning a poetry writing unit, students take a short online quiz on what makes a poem different from other kinds of writing.
	Gauging Student Needs

	While students work on a group project, the teacher takes observational notes on how well they contribute and listen to each other.
	Encouraging Self-Direction and Collaboration

	After watching an online video about earthquakes, students take a practice online quiz so they can learn what concepts they need to review.
	Checking Understanding

	A student writes in a blog about how she is trying to be more creative by working at taking risks and not being afraid to fail.
	Encouraging Metacognition



Feedback
Correct! A quiz on basic concepts before a unit helps teachers and students gauge their needs on a topic. Observational notes about group work encourage collaboration, and an online quiz during a unit checks student understanding of content. A student who examines her strategies for being more creative is practicing metacognition.
Not quite. The correct answer is now shown. A quiz on basic concepts before a unit helps teachers and students gauge their needs on a topic. Observational notes about group work encourage collaboration, and an online quiz during a unit checks student understanding of content. A student who examines her strategies for being more creative is practicing metacognition.

6. Assessing communication and collaboration is an important component of blended learning. Which of the following statements about assessing learning processes are true? Choose all that apply, and Submit.

· To promote effective collaboration, a teacher should only assess each group as a whole.
· Students should be assessed on how well their online discussion comments generate constructive responses.
· Observation is one method for assessing communication and collaboration.
· Students in small groups should only be assessed on their reliability and the quality of their work.

Feedback
Correct! In collaborative activities, students should be assessed both individually and as a group on attitudes, social behaviors, task completion, and work quality. Assessing students on how well their comments generate constructive responses improves the quality of online discussions. Observation can be a very effective method for assessing communication and collaboration.
Not quite. The correct answer is now shown. In collaborative activities, students should be assessed both individually and as a group on attitudes, social behaviors, task completion, and work quality. Assessing students on how well their comments generate constructive responses improves the quality of online discussions. Observation can be a very effective method for assessing communication and collaboration.

7. Metacognition is an essential component of student learning. Knowing how to provide activities that encourage students to think about how they are learning is a critical part of planning instruction in a blended classroom Select the activities that help students self-assess their metacognition and Submit.

· An essay on the most important consequences of the Industrial Revolution
· A think-aloud where a student describes how she is solving a problem, and then analyzes what she is doing well and what she could improve
· A journal entry reflecting on learning goals and progress
· A graphic organizer showing the relationships among characters in the novel Crime and Punishment

Feedback
Correct! The essay and the graphic organizer are excellent learning strategies, but they do not help students think about their thinking processes. The think-aloud and the journal entry ask students to reflect on the strategies they use to learn.
Not quite. The correct answer is now shown. The essay and the graphic organizer are excellent learning strategies, but they do not help students think about their thinking processes. The think-aloud and the journal entry ask students to reflect on the strategies they use to learn.

8. Match the type of summative assessment to its description.

	Summative Assessment Description
	Type of Summative Assessment

	Collection of digital artifacts and reflections organized to demonstrate learning and growth
	E-Portfolio

	Extended tasks that promote student inquiry and authentic demonstration of learning in a product or performance
	Project

	Face-to-face or virtual student-led meeting enabling a student to discuss learning and set goals
	Conference

	Set of questions used to assess content learning that provides immediate feedback to students
	Online Exam



Feedback
Correct! An e-Portfolio is a collection of digital artifacts and reflection, and a project is the authentic demonstration of learning in a product or performance. Student-led meetings to discuss learning are conferences, and a set of questions with immediate feedback is an online exam.
Not quite. The correct answer is now shown. An e-Portfolio is a collection of digital artifacts and reflection, and a project is the authentic demonstration of learning in a product or performance. Student-led meetings to discuss learning are conferences, and a set of questions with immediate feedback is an online exam.
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9. Consider the following online discussion behaviors. Select all behaviors that are considered appropriate based on common netiquette rules and Submit. 

· Using proper spelling, capitalization, grammar, usage, and punctuation
· Pretending to be someone else
· Using titles that accurately and concisely describe the contents of e-mail and discussion postings
· Using excessive abbreviations or slang
· Using humor or sarcasm in a class discussion post
· Typing words in all capital letters
· Posting relevant, concise messages in a discussion forum
· Reading existing follow-up postings to avoid repeating what has already been said
· Citing all quotes, references, and sources
· Chatting about personal topics in a classroom discussion thread
· Changing the subject line of a new thread to reflect the current discussion
· Posting short comments, like “I agree” or “Me too”

Feedback
Correct! In an online environment, it is not possible for others to read your body language, tone of voice, or facial expressions. Therefore, netiquette rules for online communication are important for respectful and effective discussion. 
Not quite. The correct answers are now shown. In an online environment, it is not possible for others to read your body language, tone of voice, or facial expressions. Therefore, netiquette rules for online communication are important for respectful and effective discussion. 
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